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Office: Senior Hall room 106
Phone: (303) 777-5870 xt.267




E-Mail: ppressler@denveracademy.org
www.myteacherpages.com
Introduction:

What good is education if it doesn’t contribute to making one’s community a better place to live, if it doesn’t enhance the potential for productive relationships, if it doesn’t cause us to understand others more constructively, or if it doesn’t produce greater integrity?

· John Dewey

Goals and Objectives:

We will be focusing on a yearlong theme of perspective. My belief is that an individual’s view of the world is greatly altered by the circumstances in which they live. In order to understand not only people’s beliefs and views, but people in general, we must become "educated" in perspectives other than our own. That said we will be reading and examining literature from all around the world. Students will be asked to explore their own perspective on various issues using literature, poetry and their own personal journal as mediums for discovery. It is my hope to help you build a better understanding of the importance of understanding the "self" from the inside out, while building empathy for those that see the world differently. Processes will include understanding how character, morals and true self-identity are universal attributes, and are the foundational elements of productive citizenry. It is perspective however that directs values. 
Expectations:

It is important for you to note that this English/Literature class has been designed to be challenging, interactive, interesting and fun. That is to say that I will have high expectations for all of you. Some of the topics in this course are sensitive and sometimes difficult to discuss. As a result we will be devoting some time to building community, and we will discuss as a group how to create a safe and open environment in our class. I expect our classroom to be a place where people treat each other with respect, where we take risks and share our ideas and opinions, and where we listen carefully to the ideas of others. Throughout the semester we will all be called upon to question our own and others’ assumptions, and to do so in a respectful manner.

If at any time you have a question or concerns about the assignments or the class, please find time to talk with me. If my office hours are not good for you, then please call or email me and I’ll be glad to set up an appointment.

CDE Standards

Using the Colorado Department of Education Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness guidelines:

Student’s will-

· Read fiction and non-fiction, understanding conclusions reached and points of view expressed

· Write clearly and coherently for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Use logic and rhetoric to analyze and critique ideas

· Access and use primary and secondary sources to explain questions being researched

· Use standard language properly: correct grammar, usage and spelling

And will be able to demonstrate:

· Critical thinking and problem solving skills

· Find and use information/information technology

· Creativity and Innovation

· Global and Cultural Awareness

· Civic Responsibility

· Work Ethic

· Personal Responsibility

· Communication

· Collaboration

Reading List
A small sample of the texts we will work with this year includes:

Native American work from both Sherman Alexie and Leslie Marmon Silko (and others)

African American work from Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., Saul Williams and others

Hispanic / Latin work from Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Raul Salinas and Sandra Cisneros

Middle Eastern work from Khaled Hosseini

Environmentalist/Anarchist work from Edward Abbey

Alternative Lifestyle work from David Sedaris
GRADING

Participation and Attendance: 25%

NRTNO: Class participation is critical for the success of this course. As mentioned above, we will be addressing difficult and complex issues; understanding these issues requires that we look at them from a variety of perspectives. If you don’t speak up (or worse, don’t show up), how will we understand your perspective? If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get in touch with me (or another student) before the next class to find out what you missed. Also, if you know that you are going to be absent in advance for any reason, please let me know. I expect students to be on time, to think critically and creatively, and to be prepared to share their insights about the issues and about the readings.  Because learning and understanding is socially constructed, your input and opinion is as much of our learning as anyone else’s- and you are expected to share it; in essence you have No Right To No Opinion. 

Projects and Papers: 25 % 

We will have 1 major project and 1 major paper due each quarter. These assignments will count for 25% (12.5% each) of your grade. It is very important that you put in the effort on these assignments as they constitute ¼ of your total grade

Homework- 25%

Although your homework will mainly consist of reading and journaling, it is a HUGE portion of this class. If you do not keep up with the reading, you will have very little chance at success. I have done my best to construct a diverse, thought-provoking and contemporary list of readings in hope of keeping you engaged all semester. I expect you to read and journal as assigned and your progress will be monitored through your participation in-group discussion. If you do not participate, I will assume that you are not reading and your homework grade will suffer.

Grading:

Participation/Attendance 


25% 

Projects/Papers




25%

Quizzes/In Class




25%

Homework/Journaling



25%

** The day my evaluation of your work takes precedence over the process of its creation in importance, we have a problem. Not only is grading not fair and objective, it has very little to do with education. Purely and simply, it is the exercise of power through the authority of the teacher. Bottom line- You are in complete control of your own destiny. I have provided the basic framework for your success. I challenge you to set your standards high, to try, to participate, to interact and engage. If you are able to do these things, you will succeed not only in my class, but in life as well.

Late Work Policy:

Extensions may be granted with adequate reason and with at least 24 hours notice before the deadline. You will not receive an extension on the actual due date. 3 missing assignments will be followed with an invitation to Saturday school. You will only be given ½ credit for any work made up in SS.
Cell Phones:
There will be no cell phones permitted in my classroom or during our scheduled class time. If I see them, I will take them. Cell phones will either be returned at the end of the class period or kept until the end of the school day at my discretion. Make sure that your phone is left in your car, locker or in a closed bag and that the ringer is off. A ringing phone is also mine for the taking. 
IPAD and other technology:
Consider yourself in “formal” mode unless otherwise told. That means that all electronic items are to be stowed unless I have given you permission to use them. Improper use of technology will not be tolerated. The first offense is a warning, the second offense will have behavioral consequences.

I have read and understand the course outline as stated.

X_____________________________________________

Student Signature

For Parents:

We will be analyzing many thought provoking and controversial aspects of culture with the help of such great authors as listed above. Themes of racism, discrimination, poverty and the overall acceptance of others differences will be discussed in length.  Some of these areas can be sensitive and somewhat hard to digest, and I encourage your open discussion on these topics with your students. Some of the literature that we will be examining may include issues of sexuality and drug use as well. I ensure that these areas will not be glorified, but used in a way that promotes healthy discussion. In addition to reading from selected texts, we will be watching videos and listening to music that is relevant to the subject matter. Some of the materials we will be using may contain language that could be deemed offensive, but I ensure you that I will use my best judgment in selecting age appropriate materials. 

In addition, we will be talking in depth about issues of immigration, segregation, privilege, gender roles and responsibility. It is my hope that you will continue the discussion on these topics in your own home, adding your voice and opinion in these very important areas.

That said I ask that you sign this course outline to acknowledge that you have read and understand to contents and expectations of this course. If you have any concerns please free to call me at 303-777-5870 xt. 267.

X________________________________________________

Parent Signature

